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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, February 10, 2014 at 

5:30 pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, 

Mayor; Bobby Roberson, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, Councilman; 

Richard Brooks, Councilman; Larry Beeman, Councilman;  Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; 

Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney. 

   

 Also present were:  Stacy Drakeford, Police & Fire Services Director; Robbie Rose, Fire 

Chief; Allen Lewis, Public Works Director; Keith Hardt, Electric Utilities Director; John 

Rodman, Community/Cultural Resources Director; Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation 

Manager; Susan Hodges, Human Resources Director; Gloria Moore, Library Director; Lynn 

Wingate, Tourism Director; David Carraway, IT Department and Mike Voss, Washington Daily 

News. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order.  Councilman Brooks delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

approved the minutes of January 13, 21, 27, 2014 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 

 Add under New Business Item G:  Approve Purchase Order to Repair Peak Shaving 

Generator 

 

 Move from Consent Item D:  Purchase Orders >$20,000 to New Business Item H.  

 

 Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Master Plan will be presented tonight with voting 

continued until March 10
th

.  

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

approved the agenda as amended. 

 

 The agenda was later amended again to include moving New Business Item G: Accept 

Demolition of 312 Water Street Structure to New Business Item A (Comments from the public 

regarding this topic will be held at the time this topic is discussed by Council.)   

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved 

the consent agenda as amended. 

A. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicle through GovDeals 

(Vehicle Number 651)  

B. Adopt – Budget Ordinance Amendment – Controlled Substance Fund 

Appropriation  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

 Section 1.  That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be increased in the amount 

of $20,000 in the account Fund Balance Appropriated, account number 10-00-3991-9910. 

 

 Section 2.  That account number 10-10-4310-5701, Police Department portion of the 

General Fund appropriations budget be increased in the amount of $20,000. 

 

Section 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
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 Section 4.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 Adopted this the 10
th
 day of February, 2014. 

ATTEST: 

s/ Cynthia S. Bennett      s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 

 

C. Award – Audit Contract Award for fiscal year 2013-2014 to Martin  Starnes 

Associates, CPA, PA ($34,000) 

D. Moved to New Business: Item H Approve – Purchase Orders >$20,000  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  

 Mayor Hodges explained that comments from the public regarding 312 Water Street will 

be heard when the topic is discussed under New Business. 

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

amended the agenda to include moving New Business Item G: Accept Demolition of 312 Water 

Street Structure to New Business Item A (Comments from the public regarding this topic will be 

held later in the meeting.) 

 

 Dr. Timothy Klugh – 1100 West 15
th
 Street - Eye Care Center discussed the concerns he 

has for his business with the proposed project to widen 15
th
 Street.  His concern is that the 

project will prevent customers from making a left hand turn into his business. 

 

 Pat Griffin expressed his concerns with the 15
th

 Street widening project as well and felt 

that if a median is installed, that his businesses will lose customers.  Mr. Griffin stated that as of 

today, he couldn’t find anyone that knew what Council would be approving tonight.  He 

mentioned that he would lose business if a median is installed. Some of his tenants have clauses 

in their leases that state they can close and move.  Parking areas for these businesses will be lost 

as well.  Mr. Griffin explained that he has spoken with several business/property owners along 

this project area and they told him they would “take it to court” if they had to.  The property 

owners advised him that they had not been contacted by anyone regarding this project.   Is there 

a plan that we could see?  Furthermore, Mr. Griffin asked Council to not approve the request on 

the agenda tonight. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson explained that if Council doesn’t approve the request on the 

agenda tonight, then NCDOT cannot move forward with the design phase.  Tonight’s request 

grants NCDOT approval to move forward with the design phase for this project. 

 

 City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that the formal design work for this project has 

not even begun.  NCDOT is looking for Council’s approval of the concept before they begin 

spending money on the design phase for the project.  The proposal is to install a “controlled 

median”.  Mr. Alligood noted that NCDOT is required to conduct a public hearing process and 

they will reach out to all of the businesses/property owners as well as Council regarding 

crossovers. 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: 

BETH BYRD – 2014 EVENTS REVIEW 

Washington Harbor District Alliance Focus of Work 2014 
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Ms. Byrd explained that she and Mayor Hodges have been discussing a solution for 

WHDA’s desire to hold beer gardens at their fund raising events. She noted that in the past, City 

Council has been reluctant to serve alcohol on City property and WHDA understands, but noted 

this is a very good source of revenue for WHDA. They are hoping to develop the property that is 

at the end of Festival Park, (parking lot for On the Waterfront Restaurant).  Since this location is 

private property, WHDA is hoping to hold their Beer Gardens at this location and this would 

eliminate the process of requesting approval from Council.  She continued by asking Council if 

they could give her an answer tonight on this proposal or if she would need to come back to 

Council for approval.  

 Mayor Pro tem Roberson explained that this is not an action item on the agenda and 

WHDA would need to make a formal request to Council at a regular meeting.  Ms. Byrd noted 

she would make sure there is a formal request to Council. 

DOT MOATE – RUTH’S HOUSE, INC. “OUR AMAZING RACE” – FUNDRAISER 

Dot Moate, V.P. Ruth's House & Elaine Briley, Fund Raising Chairman Ruth's House, Inc. a 501 

(c) (3) non-profit corporation formed in 2012 by a group of local church ministers and citizens of 

the community. On February 8, 2013 we opened a safe house for victims of domestic violence, 

here in Washington. 

(memo) 

In the last 6 months our safe house operation has provided: 

• Shelter for 37 people 

• Counseling for 87 people 

• Held 11 support group sessions 

• Given out domestic violence information to 144 people 

• Court advocacy services for 71 

• Managed 42 calls on the crisis line (day line only) 

• Conducted 16 educational information sessions for community groups 

• 2,226 volunteer hours have been used to operate the facility 

 

May, 2013 Ruth's House opened a retail shop downtown and we call it "Antiques and More ". 

This was a spin off from the Antique Show we had last April. The public has been most generous 

in donating items for us to sell in the shop. The use of the building has been donated, except for 

utilities, which we pay.  

 

Ruth's House is asking the City to partner with us for "Our Amazing Race" which will be held on 

May 31 in Washington. We believe this event will bring people from out of the area as well as 

lots of local people. It will be a fun event and all proceeds go to support Ruth's House.  By the 
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City Partnering with us, we will take the fees we would have had to pay, and use for Ruth's 

House operation.(end) 

 

 Dot Moate requested that they become an established Festival Park partner for “Our 

Amazing Race” fundraiser.  Elaine Briley explained the “Amazing Race.”  This event is a 

scavenger hunt type race which at this point consists of 20 teams consisting of two members.  

The event will begin on Water Street near the Chamber of Commerce.  None of the participants 

can cross Hwy. 17, the majority of the race will be on foot and will be required to stay on 

sidewalks. 

 

Councilman Mercer expressed concern with street closings and Ms. Briley noted that no 

streets would be closed for this event.  Councilman Brooks inquired the meaning of an 

“established partner”.  City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that an established partner of 

Festival Park is designated for non-profit organizations that provide a substantial contribution to 

the community and are offered reduced rates for using the facility. 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

requested a one page summary from Ruth’s House to be formally added as an Established 

Partner for Festival Park.   

This item will be included as an action item in March. Staff will present Council with a 

current list of the preferred partners. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO -  SEA TOW PAMLICO DOCKAGE 

SeaTow Pamlico, dba Inland Enterprises, LLC will again execute a Waterfront Docking 

agreement with the City of Washington. During the past year SeaTow Pamlico has been an 

invaluable resource to the Waterfront Docks Division, giving advice and assistance to the staff 

and boaters alike. Dock Attendants have requested logs to be removed from the docks an 

an average of once per month via work order and other times while Larry Williams, Owner, was 

on site. In addition to the usual assistance SeaTow Pamlico also: 

 Helped to Install the bird away caps on the pylons 

 Help you with design of No Wake and location installed the life jacket loaner stand 

(Received great feedback for this, and will work on improvements for the 2014 season 

 Relocated the Auto Radio Check system and improved our range and Signal strength 

 Advised staff and City Attorney regarding a delinquent Account, relocation/seizure of 

vessel. 

The new docking agreement will be for the period of April 1, 2014- March 31, 2015. 

 

MEMO – ELECTRIC ADVISORY BOARD 

The Washington Electric Advisory Board met Wednesday, 15 January 2014 for their 

regular bi-monthly meeting. For the third consecutive meeting a quorum was not present. During 

their 13 January 2014, regular meeting the Washington City Council requested that the 

Washington Electric Advisory Board evaluate the operation of the Electric Fund so as to 

recommend operational improvements and cost saving measures. 

 

The request was conveyed to the attending members of the Advisory Board and 

discussion ensued. No action of the board was taken due to lack of a quorum. The board 

requested that electric fund financials be forwarded to all members and that the electric 

department staff prepare a load management presentation for the February regular meeting. 

 

MEMO – GENERAL FUND BUDGET TRANSFER 

The Budget Officer transferred $11,500 of funding between the Outside Agency and 

Streets Department of the General Fund to provide additional funds needed to rebuild the 

transmission of the Caterpillar backhoe in the Streets department. 

From:   10-40-6170-9106   WHDA Contribution    $11,500 

To:    10-30-5710-1700  M/R Vehicles   $11,500 

 
 Councilman Mercer inquired if this was the second time we’ve moved money from this 

fund?  Mr. Alligood explained that this item had been “double booked” in the budget and we are 

pulling funds from that account to clear up that error. 
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 REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES: 

HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL (approved as presented) 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: 

Beaufort County Police Activities League President, Al Powell updated the Board on the 

PAL program and its accomplishments. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

ED Peed Commemoration Service - Vice-chair St. Clair requested any comments or 

necessary changes to the Ed Peed event - none was given at this time. Board members discussed 

food items and monetary contributions. 

Update - KaBOOM event - Councilman Pitt briefed the Board on the attendance and 

the purpose of the KaBOOM grant acknowledging the great community involvement fur this 

event. 

Discussion – Budget FY 2014-2015 - Vice-chair St. Clair explained the HRC will need 

to advise City Council of the events that a planned for FY 2014-2015 and request funding 

appropriation. 

The Human Relations Council agreed on sponsoring the following events for FY 2014-2015 and 

the requested dollar amount is included: 

1. Ed Peed Commemoration & Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week  $  450.00 

2. Fair Housing         250.00 

3. Taste of Washington        200.00 

4. Supplies          200.00 

Total            $        1,100.00   

 

There were no new events presented or planned and with the resignation of Ms. Ann Cherry, 

who headed up the Multicultural Festival, the requested amount of funding decreased from 

$1,500 to $1,100 with the Board not sponsoring the Multicultural Festival. 

 

By motion of Board member O'Pharrow, seconded by Board member Jennette, the Board agreed 

to request funding appropriation of $1,100 for FY 2014-2015. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Approve - 2014 Proclamations: Human Relations Council Month, Edward Peed Day, 

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week and ASALH/Black History Month. By motion of Board member 

Albritton, seconded by Board member Jennette, the Board approved the aforementioned 

proclamations. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

FYI - All FYI items and reminders were discussed inclusive of December 10, 2013 

report submitted to City Council, and the financial report. Vice-chair St. Clair inquired if the 

two applicants who wish to be appointed to the Human Relations Council had been submitted to 

City Council. Council liaison Pitt explained that due to an oversight on his part, there was only 

one applicant submitted and he would submit Mr. Matthew Babcock fur appointment to City 

Council in the February 10, 2014 Council meeting. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION: 

Council liaison Pitt voiced he was in the process of drafting a letter to surrounding area 

Fire/EMS personnel inviting them to the Ed Peed Commemoration. Also, he updated the Board 

on the grand opening of Zaxby's and the Waffle House. 

 

APPOINTMENTS: 

APPOINTMENTS – HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL  

By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council appointed 

Matthew Babcock to the Human Relations Council to fill the unexpired term of Marisol Barr, 

term to expire June 30, 2016. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

ACCEPT – DEMOLITION OF 312 WATER STREET STRUCTURE 

Mr. Alligood reviewed the request with Council noting that an ordinance to condemn the 

structure as unsafe and demolish and remove the structure was adopted October 12, 2012. The 

demolition contract was awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, St. Clair Trucking on the same 

date. Staff has spoken with the contractor as requested and St. Clair Trucking is in agreement 

with honoring the previous bid amount of $8,400. In the interim, a letter was received from Mr. 

John P. Wood, Preservation/Restoration Specialist of the N.C. Department of Cultural 

Resources/State Historic Office, concerning the historical significance of this structure and has 

offered to discuss preservation options for your consideration.  His letter is included in the 

agenda packet as well as: 1) Letter from Wayne Harrell, Chief Building Official, detailing his 

assessment of the property, 2) Memo from Jennifer Brennan, Community Development Planner, 

detailing her assessment of the property, and 3) Letter to William R. Henry, Jr., owner of the 

property, notifying him of the Council's proposed action. The FedEx tracking information 

indicates that the letter has been received by Mr. Henry. 

 

Comments from the public regarding 312 Water Street 

  Steve Radar, Karen Tripp, Dee Congleton, Dianna Aideuis, Debra Carter, Mary Pat 

Musselman, Scott Campbell and David Conner expressed their concerns and opposition to the 

demolition of the structure at 312 Water Street.  Topics discussed were the imposition of liens, 

foreclosure on the property and the potential number of buyers interested in the property.  

Speakers strongly urged Council to not move forward with anything that would destroy the 

house; instead they urged Council to save the structure and the integrity of the historic district.   

Speakers discussed 8 structures that the City of Goldsboro has purchased for preservation and 

offered for sale and suggested the City of Washington could do the same thing.  Councilman 

Mercer inquired if the City of Goldsboro purchased the structures or if Preservation NC 

purchased them.  It was explained that Goldsboro purchased the structures but Preservation NC 

is helping with marketing them for sale.  It was suggested that Council remove the porch and 

have that cost applied to the liens.   

 

  Mayor Pro tem Roberson noted there is a gaping hole in the roof and it’s just a matter of 

time before the roof collapses.  Councilman Mercer inquired about the liens against the property. 

Franz Holscher, City Attorney explained there were some liens that were previously acquired 

against the property and were not filed until just recently.  The estimated liens at this time are 

between $5,600-$8,400, we have sent Mr. Henry a demand to pay those liens within 30 days and 

that Council could potentially foreclose on that property if the liens are not paid. 

 

  Mayor Pro tem Roberson referenced the letter from the Chief Building Inspector that 

states the imminent hazard is the front porch.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson inquired if Council 

could gain access to the inside of the structure?  City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that 

this is private property and permission would have to be granted by the property owner.   City 

Attorney, Franz Holscher noted that he would dissuade Council from entering the structure 

without the property owner’s permission.  Mr. Holscher explained that we have not imposed civil 

penalties for violation of the demolition by neglect ordinance.  The liens that have been imposed 

are assessments that the City has incurred for work such as mowing, removing a shed and 

removing the structure at 324 Water Street owned by this property owner. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Roberson and seconded by Councilman Beeman 

to institute the civil penalties and remove the front porch on the structure located at 312 Water 

Street.  (Discussion was held and the vote was held later in the meeting.) 

 

  Councilman Mercer referenced minutes from the October 2013 Council meeting.  At that 

time, Mayor Jennings suggested to Mr. Radar that if there was a group of people interested in 

buying the home, then they need to come forward and make some offers.  Councilman Mercer 

noted that to this date, Council has not seen a list of people with offers to purchase. 

 

  Franz Holscher noted that in October 2013, staff had been given authority to delay the 

COA for 90 days (has been done), check status of taxes (taxes are current), check status of 

existing assessment liens and consider foreclosure (performing this task now) and explore the 

assessment of civil penalties and determine if that is a basis for foreclosure.  Since that meeting, 
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we have spoken with Council several times regarding this topic.  The City Attorney noted he has 

legal concerns regarding imposing civil penalties for Mr. Henry’s failure to comply with an order 

from the Historic Preservation Commission that was entered in 2008 and was not served upon 

him until 2010, especially in light of the fact that the City has condemned the property.  He feels 

he would have a difficult argument in court if he had to tell the judge, that after the City 

condemned the property, we imposed civil penalties to try to make him rehab the house in order 

to enforce the prevention of demolition by neglect ordinance.  Mr. Holscher noted direction from 

Council has been: assessments against the property, liens filed against the property based on that 

assessment, this is the path we have pursued concurrent with the consideration of demolishing 

the property under Council’s previous order from November 2012.  If council wants us to pursue 

civil penalties as well, then this would be a third avenue. 

 

  City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that the request is before Council tonight, 

because Council directed staff to verify with the bidder from 2012 to determine if the bid was 

still valid.  Staff has completed this task and the bidder will still honor the price from 2012.  

 

  Councilman Brooks asked if Mayor Pro tem Roberson’s motion was to demolish the 

house.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson explained that his motion was to institute the civil penalties and 

remove the front porch. 

 

  Mr. Holscher explained the foreclosure process, noting that in a perfect world, the 

foreclosure process takes 4-6 months.  Discussion was held regarding rehabilitating the structure 

and current building and flood codes.  

 

  Mr. Alligood explained that the immediate concern is the front porch.  If the inclination 

of Council is to wait on the potential service of the liens to force the foreclosure and see if Mr. 

Henry will pay those or not, then our immediate concern is the front porch and the safety hazard 

there.  We would not want to have all of this conversation about this house and have something 

occur, and then the City could be held liable.  Mr. Alligood suggested if Council was so inclined 

to do so, he would suggest them taking action to at least remove the porch, which is an imminent 

hazard and add that cost as a lien as well during the foreclosure 4-6 month period. 

 

  Councilman Mercer suggested that the citizens send a valid offer to purchase and send it 

to Mr. Henry to see if he will accept it or refuse their offer.  Mr. Alligood noted that it is his 

understanding that Preservation NC made an offer and Mr. Henry refused that offer. 

    

  Motion restated that was made prior to discussion: Mayor Pro tem Roberson made a 

motion to institute the civil penalties and to remove the front porch from 312 Water Street.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilman Beeman. Voting in favor of the motion:  Roberson, 

Beeman & Pitt; against: Brooks & Mercer.  Motion carried: 3-2. 

 

ADOPT – RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM NORTH CAROLINA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO HELP FUND THE AIRPORT 

TERMINAL PROJECT ($500,000)  

Brian Alligood, City Manager explained the grant is for State Aid to Airports in the 

amount of $500,000. The City's matching contribution for these funds is $55,555, or 10% of the 

total $555,555. This grant will be combined with the other grant on the agenda tonight to fund 

the majority of this project. The matching proceeds for both of these grants will be the insurance 

proceeds from where the building was destroyed on July 1, 2012.  On December 9, 2013, 

Council tentatively awarded a construction contract to A.R. Chesson Construction Company. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

adopted the resolution to accept a grant from North Carolina Department of Transportation to 

help fund the airport terminal project in the amount of $500,000. 
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ADOPT – RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM NORTH CAROLINA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO HELP FUND THE AIRPORT  

The agreement is for the remaining 2012 Vision 100 grant funds ($49,277) and all of the 

2013 Vision 100 grant funds ($150,000). These amounts are being combined into one grant. The 

City's matching contribution for these funds is $22,142, or 10% of the total $221,419. This grant 

will be combined with the other grant on the agenda tonight to fund the majority of this project. 

The matching proceeds for both of these grants will be the insurance proceeds from where the 

building was destroyed on July 1, 2012. 

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted a 

resolution to accept a grant in the amount of $199,277 from the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation to help fund the Airport Terminal Project. 
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AUTHORIZE/ADOPT – IDX ONE NC GRANT/CO. PERFORMANCE 

AGREEMENTS AND ADOPT GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE  

iDX Impressions was awarded a $300,000 One North Carolina Fund grant in support of 

creating 143 new jobs and investing $2.7 million in equipment repairs, structural repairs and/or 

improvements and/or renovations for expansion (grant terms summary attached). The City will 

satisfy the grant requirement of a local government incentive when the purchase transaction of 

the property at 234 Springs Rd. is completed. The closing is scheduled to occur by March 10, 

2014. Note that the purchase agreement contains the following clause: 

 

3.3. During the Inspection Period, Purchaser shall have arranged for financing for the acquisition 

of the Property and economic development incentives relating to Purchaser's planned 

improvements to and activities at the Property which are satisfactory to Purchaser in Purchaser's 

sole discretion. If Purchaser does not arrange such financing or economic development 

incentives prior to the Inspection Period Expiration Date, Purchaser shall have the right to elect 

to terminate this Agreement by providing written notice to Seller, and upon receiving such 

notice, Seller shall immediately return the Deposit and the parties hereto shall have 

no further obligations one to the other under this Agreement (other than those that are expressly 

stated to survive the termination of this Agreement). 

 

 Councilman Mercer noted that he had prior concerns with claw back in this agreement, 

but after speaking with the City Attorney, he feels there is adequate protection in this document 

so that if idX would default, that the City would not be responsible for the claw back. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council designated 

the City Manager as the Authorized Official to execute the Local Grant Agreement and the 

Company Performance Agreement for the One North Carolina Fund idX Impressions, LLC 

project, designated the Administrative Services Director/C.F.O. as an Authorized Official to 

execute Local Government Disbursement Request and Certifications and Adopted a Grant 

Project Ordinance. 
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A GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR CDBG COMMUNITY    DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT # 2012-95-73 

                                            CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina, that 

pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following 

grant project ordinance is hereby adopted: 

 

 Section 1.  The project authorized is to provide funds for job creation at idX Impressions, 

LLC. 

 

 Section 2.  The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project within 

the terms of the grant documents. 

 

 Section 3.  The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 

 

55-60-4930-4500    Job Creation       $300,000 

 

Section 4.  The following revenue is anticipated to be available to complete this project: 

 

55-60-3480-3300  CDBG Grant Funds     $300,000 

 

Section 5.  The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the Grant Project 

Fund sufficient detailed accounting records to satisfy the requirements of the grantor agency and 

grant agreement. 

 

Section 6.  Funds may be advanced from the General Fund for the purpose of making 

payments that are due.  Reimbursement requests should be made to the grantor agency in an 

orderly and timely manner. 

 

Section 7.  The Finance Director is directed to report, on a monthly basis, the financial 

status of each project element in Section 3 and on the total grant revenues received or claimed. 

 

Section 8.  The Budget Officer is directed to include a detail analysis of past and future 

costs and revenues on this grant project in every budget submission made to the City Council.  

 

Section 9.  Copies of this grant project ordinance shall be furnished to the City Clerk, 

Budget Officer, and Finance Director for direction in carrying out this project. 

 

Section 10.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 Section 11.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 Adopted this the 10th day of February, 2014. 

ATTEST: 

s/ Cynthia S. Bennett      s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor 
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APPROVE – 15
TH

 STREET WIDENING PROJECT  
City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that at the January 13, 2014 Council meeting, 

Dwayne Alligood and Haywood Daughtry with the North Carolina Department of Transportation 

(NCDOT), spoke with you about their proposed widening project along 15th  Street between Carolina 

Avenue and Pierce Street. In their presentation, they asked for your support of this project. As a 

result of this proposed project, it will be necessary to relocate some water and sewer lines within 

NCDOT right of way that are between the edge of the right of way and the edge of the pavement. At 

your direction, we have looked at these utilities and estimated that the cost of relocating them should 

be close to the amount of funds available for the relocation ($150,000) that DOT already has 

available for this project. Water and sewer utilities, as well as electric utilities, that are under the 

pavement or outside the existing right of way, will not have to be relocated at the City's expense per 

NCDOT.  NCDOT has asked for Council’s approval for this project, they acknowledged that Council 

would hear concerns from businesses regarding driveway access being impeded.  For this reason they 

provided the economic impact study to Council.  This will be the only time that this project will be 

addressed by NCDOT due to the cost/benefit ratio.  If Council walks away, there is no chance ever 

again of having this project done by NCDOT due to the low cost/benefit analysis. As a result, staff 

recommends your support and approval of this project. 

 

By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved the  

North Carolina Department of Transportation's plans to widen 15th Street' between Carolina Avenue 

and Pierce Street. 

 

APPROVE/AUTHORIZE  – OLD CITY HALL RE-CONVEYANCE  

Mayor Hodges asked Council to consider continuing this item for 60 days due to another 

potential buyer being interested in the property. Councilman Mercer inquired about the status of 

the Main Street Grant that goes along with this project. City Manager, Brian Alligood explained 

that as of this morning, he had conversations with another potential buyer that is interested in 

“stepping into” the LLC.  They are not interested in the Main Street Grant associated with this 

project, which is what the City was “under the gun” on.  They have asked for 60 days due 

diligence and if things work out then they plan to “step into the shoes” of that LLC and move 

forward with the project on a similar scope without the Main Street Grant. 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

continued this request until the regular City Council meeting in April 2014. 

 

AUTHORIZE – THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AN AMENDMENT TO 

THE AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF CHOCOWINITY FOR SEWER 

CAPACITY  
 (summary provided in agenda) At the January 13, 2014 Council meeting, Council delayed 

approving a request to allow the manager to negotiate an amendment to the sewer agreement with the 

Town of Chocowinity. Staff was asked to request more information from Chocowinity in reference to 

their capacity needs. Based on a 2007 Comprehensive Sewer Study done for the town, of 

Chocowinity's 304,296 (GPD), 159,293 GPD is committed to Cypress Landing, 14,400 GPD for 

Cypress Corner, leaving the capacity for inside their town limits to 130,603 GPD. Currently their 

total flow, actual plus permitted not yet tributary is 187,402 GPD or 61.6% of their permitted 

capacity. Using the same process of actual plus not yet tributary, we are currently at 60.0% of our 

permitted capacity. This Council Action will authorize the Manager to negotiate an amendment to the 

existing agreement between the City of Washington and the Town of Chocowinity for sewer capacity 

for 8,450 GPD for the US 17 rest area south of Chocowinity, outside their Town limits. Selling 

Chocowinity this amount of capacity would bring us to 60.2% of our permitted capacity. As 

mentioned at the January 13, 2014 Council meeting, in 2009 we sold the town of Chocowinity 

10,000 GPD of capacity for $10/gallon. We're not suggesting that this should be the amount that any 

capacity is sold to them at this time. This amount is only used as a reference and any negotiated 

amount would be based upon today's construction costs and be brought back to Council for final 

approval. (end) 

 
Public Works Director, Kevin Brickhouse  and Chocowinity Mayor Mobley  were present to 

ask Council to amend the current sewer agreement that Chocowinity has with the City of Washington 

and increase capacity by 8,450 GPD for the US 17 rest area south of Chocowinity. 

 

 Councilman Mercer expressed concern with increasing the capacity going to the City’s sewer 

treatment plant and disagreed with the numbers presented by Mr. Brickhouse.  Mr. Brickhouse 
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explained the method of calculations to Councilman Mercer.  Mr. Brickhouse explained that the 

agreement Chocowinity has with the City of Washington is that anything outside of the Town limit, 

Chocowinity was to request from the City of Washington, additional capacity.  We (Chocowinity) 

are looking to negotiate a per gallon/per day price with the City as they have done in the past. 

Councilman Mercer reviewed a summary provided by Mr. Holscher regarding Chocowinity’s sewer 

capacity agreement(s) with the City of Washington.  Mr. Holscher stated he was unaware of a 

contractual requirement that says if additional capacity outside of the Town limits is needed that 

Chocowinity has to come back and ask for it or that the City has to grant the additional capacity.  Mr. 

Brickhouse stated this is the reason for the request, but Council does not have to grant the additional 

capacity.  Mr. Brickhouse said they could take the additional capacity request from their current in 

Town reserved limit, but they prefer to purchase the additional 8,450 GPD for the rest area, which 

becomes revenue for the City of Washington.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson noted that the request 

tonight is to allow the City Manager to negotiate a contract for increased capacity with Chocowinity 

and the agreement would have to come back before Council for final approval.  Mr. Brickhouse 

noted that anytime Council would like to sit down with him and the Town Council and look at future 

growth they would be glad to do that. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

authorized the Manager to negotiate an amendment to the agreement with the Town of Chocowinity 

for an additional 8,450 gallons per day (GPD) of sewer capacity and to bring said agreement back to 

Council for approval/disapproval.   Motion carried 4-1 with Councilman Mercer opposing.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

ACCEPT/AUTHORIZE – ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE 

GRANT APPLICATION FOR A HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND GRANT 

City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that the NC State Historic Preservation Office is 

now accepting applications for the FY 2014 Historic Preservation Fund grants. The Historic 

Preservation Fund (HPF) is a federal matching grant program that supports state and local 

preservation programs and projects. HPF funds are made available to the State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) through the National Park Service. Eligible applicants are Certified 

Local Governments (CLGs). The local matching requirement is a minimum of forty percent 

(40%) of eligible project costs, and the HPF share can be up to sixty percent (60%).  Several 

groups from within the City have expressed the potential of contributing to the 40% that is 

required as a match. Mr. Alligood explained that the estimated cost for the entire project would 

be around $10,000. 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council 

accepted the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission and authorized the 

Mayor to sign the Historic Preservation Fund grant application to update the City of 

Washington's Historic Walking Tour brochure. 

 

ACCEPT – INDUSTRIAL PARK LOT CONVEYANCE 

City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that the agenda packet includes a letter from 

Billy Mayo dated January 15, 2014 and a deed from Beaufort County that has been entered and 

executed by the County to the City of Washington for an undivided 45% interest in Lot 1 and a 

portion of Lot 2, now designated as being all of Lot 1 and 2A, Beaufort County Industrial Park. 

This property was previously conveyed by Beaufort County to A & E Holdings, LLC by deed 

dated May 25, 2012 and recorded in Deed Book 1784, Page 307 of the Beaufort County 

Registry. A & E Holdings, LLC recently reconveyed this property to Beaufort County by deed 

dated December 23, 2013 recorded in Deed Book 1836, Page 281 of the Beaufort County 

Registry. This conveyance by Beaufort County to the City is consistent with the spirit and intent 

of the Interlocal Agreement by and between the City and Beaufort County concerning the 

Industrial Park. The City Attorney has reviewed and found the deed to be acceptable; however, it 

should be formally "accepted" by the City. Upon formal acceptance of the deed, the City 

Attorney will record the same and provide the City with a copy of the recorded deed. 

 

By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council 

accepted the attached non-recorded Deed of Conveyance from Beaufort County conveying an 

undivided 45% interest in Lot 1 and a portion of Lot 2, now designated as being all of Lot 1 and 

2A, Beaufort County Industrial Park, to the City of Washington. 
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ADOPT – PARKS AND RECREATION COMPREHENSIVE MASTER PLAN 

(*MASTER PLAN LOCATED ON WEBSITE) 

Greg Lambert, Landscape Architect with Rivers & Associates reviewed a presentation 

with City Council concerning the Parks and Recreation Comprehensive Master Plan.  
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Mr. Lambert noted that the City of Washington has 25 Parks & Recreation facilities.  

According to the National Standard, the ideal acreage for an employee to maintain is 18-20:1(18-

20 acres to 1 person), best practice is 12:1(12 acres to 1 person), the City is at 28:1 (28 acres to 1 

person).   

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

continued the adoption of the Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan, until the regular 

meeting in March. 

 

RECESS: 7:35PM-7:45PM 

 

AUTHORIZE – ELECTRIC DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE INTERCONNECT 

AGREEMENT 

City Manager, Brian Alligood explained this request is for the Electric Director for 

Council to approve an interconnect agreement, for what we are deeming as “Solar Project 5”.  

SunEnergyl is requesting an interconnect agreement with the City of Washington for the 

connection of a photovoltaic generating (PV) system. The PV system will connect to the City's 

34.5 kV sub-transmission system and have a generating capacity of 5,000 kW. The draft 

interconnect agreement is detailed in the requirements of each the City of Washington and 

SunEnergyl, but does not designate the location due to privacy concerns. Prior to the final 

execution of the agreement the location details will be included and the "Interconnection 

Customer" name will change as SunEnergyl files for a unique Limited Liability Corporation to 

own and operate the facility. SunEnergyl is responsible for all costs associated with this 

interconnection. 

 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (PERC) requires that electric utility systems 

allow renewable energy generators to connect to systems so as long as the utility determines no 

adverse effect on the system. This generator has been evaluated and poses minimal effect to the 

City's electric system. All energy produced by the system will be purchased by the North 

Carolina Eastern Power Agency (NCEMPA). Pursuant to the City's purchase power agreement 

with NCEMPA the City of Washington cannot purchase the output of the system. 

 

 Mr. Alligood noted that Councilman Mercer had expressed some concerns over some 

items in the agreement and those items have been addressed today.  Councilman Mercer noted 

that he had spent quite a bit of time reviewing the document with the Attorney, Manager and 
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Electric Director.  There were some wording changes that were recommended and he would now 

like to make the motion to approve the agreement. 

 

By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council 

approved the interconnect agreement and gave the City Manager and City Attorney the authority 

to finalize the changes and see that they are acceptable to the interconnect partner.  

 

APPROVE – CLASSIFICATION & PAY GRADE/CHANGES/RE-ORGANIZATION – 

PUBLIC WORKS  

City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that David Gibbs, Public Works Superintendent, 

retired effective February 1, 2014. His position will not be filled and will be abolished in the 

upcoming fiscal year 14-15 budget. This position managed the streets, stormwater, and solid 

waste divisions. Mr. Alligood reviewed the request as provided by Allen Lewis, Public Works 

Director.  While some of the administrative duties will be assumed by the Assistant Public 

Works Director, the technical work and daily planning will be delegated to the supervisors of 

these work units. This change will have its most significant impact on the supervisor for streets 

and stormwater who will have to assume a greater role in planning, prioritizing and organizing 

work crews similar to the role already assumed by the supervisor of solid waste.  

 

The Assistant Public Works Director will be assuming a more active role in managing the 

streets, storm water, and sanitation divisions with the absence of the superintendent position, it 

will be necessary for him to delegate certain responsibilities in water distribution and collection 

to existing staff. Most importantly the duty of Operator in Responsible Charge (ORC) for water 

distribution system, wastewater system, and backflow and cross connection will be delegated to 

the Distribution & Collection System Supervisor who currently serves as back up ORC. This 

individual already has all of the certifications necessary to perform these duties.  

 

Public Works Supervisor II:  It is requested that the Public Works Supervisor I (Salary 

Grade 16) position overseeing the streets and Stormwater divisions be reclassified to a Public 

Works Supervisor II (Salary Grade 18) position.  This position should have been reclassified 

some time ago and never was.  This position supervises 12 employees which is the same number 

of employees the supervisor in the solid waste division supervises which is already a Public 

Works Supervisor II position.  Additionally, this individual will be taking on more responsibility 

due to the recent retirement of the Public Works Superintendent’s position which is being done 

away with through attrition. 

 

Distribution & Collection System Supervisor II:  The individual in this position will 

now be the ORC for the water distribution system, sewer collection system and backflow and 

cross connections, as well as supervise 9 employees.  The ORC is responsible for the 

maintenance and operation of the water distribution and wastewater collection system in order to 

ensure the safe distribution of drinking water and environmentally safe collection of wastewater. 

This position will be an exempt position.   

 

The current position requires the following certifications: 

Grade B Water Distribution Certificate 

Wastewater collection (Grade III) 

Backflow and Cross Connection Certificate 

 

The upgraded position will require the following certifications: 

Grade A Water Distribution Certificate 

Wastewater Collection (grade IV) 

Backflow and Cross Connection Certificate. 

 

The individual currently in the Distribution & Collection System Supervisor II position 

already possess all of those certifications.  It is recommended that this position be reclassified 

from Distribution & Collection System Supervisor (Salary Grade 20) to Distribution & 

Collection System Supervisor II (Salary Grade 22).  This position will supervise 9 employees.  

 

Distribution & Collection System Supervisor I:  We are also requesting that the 

current Cross Connections Control Technician position be upgraded to a Distribution & 
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Collection System Supervisor I position.  The individual will serve as the back-up ORC as well 

as supervise three employees which will include the planning and organizing the work they will 

perform in addition to supervision, including performance reviews, coaching, etc. The back-up 

ORC is responsible for the maintenance and operation of the water distribution and wastewater 

collection system in order to ensure safe drinking water and environmentally safe collection of 

wastewater in the ORC’s absence.  This individual will also assist with the inspection of 

contracted construction project. 

 

The current position requires the following certification: 

 Backflow and Cross Connection Certificate 

 

The upgraded position will require the following certifications: 

 Grade B Water Distribution Certificate 

 Wastewater Collection (Grade III) 

 Backflow and Cross Connection Certificate 

 

The individual currently in the Cross Connection Control Technician position already 

possesses all of these certifications. 

 

In addition, the Cross Connection Control Technician will assume supervision of the 

water distribution unit and serve as back up ORC for the water distribution system, wastewater 

system, and backflow and cross connection. This individual already has all of the certifications 

necessary to perform these duties. It is recommended that this position is reclassified from Cross 

Connection Control Technician (Grade 17) to Distribution & Collection System Supervisor I 

(Grade 19).  This position will supervise 3 employees. 

 

 Councilman Mercer requested a copy of each of the job descriptions (including the 

Assistant Public Works Director) prior to and after the reorganizations in order to see the change 

in job duties.  He continued by noting his concern with the Assistant Public Works Director not 

being included in the reclassification, commenting that this position may need reclassifiying, he 

would like to delay the adoption of the pay grades until Council receives more clarification. 

  

Councilman Brooks reviewed that when Josh Kay was City Manager and the 

reorganizational chart was presented, he understood that if the City reduced staff and the 

employees took on more job duties, that they would be compensated for those additional duties.  

Councilman Pitt agreed with these comments and felt ok with the presented changes.  

Councilman Brooks said we have good people and if you pay them, they will go above and 

beyond what you request of them and they should be compensated for it and we should not delay 

this request. 

 

Mayor Pro tem Roberson expressed concern regarding the wording in the request, “we 

feel these changes will solidify re-structuring in the Public Works Dept., for now, ….”  Mr. 

Alligood noted that this side of Public Works should be set and no additional changes are 

forseen.  Although there were some comments from Council at the planning retreat about 

looking at some other activities within Public Works that could warrant additional changes.  

Mayor Pro tem Roberson expressed his dislike with reclassifications during the middle of the 

budget process.  He also expressed concern that the Assistant Public Works Director position 

may need reclassifying as well.  Mr. Alligood explained that Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Hodges have 

reviewed these duties and are confident in the pay grade adjustments. 

 

 Allen Lewis, Public Works Director explained the reclassifications and that transferring 

the ORC duties from the Assistant Public Works Director to the Distribution & Collection 

System Supervisor II qualifies the change in paygrades. Councilmembers continued to express 

concern that maybe the changes in job duties aren’t reflective in the pay changes. 

 

 Councilman Beeman commented that the Public Works Director and the Human 

Resources Director have done the needed research regarding the reclassifications and feel 

comfortable in their requests, does Council need to continue to rehash this. 
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 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved 

the following position reclassifications in the Public Works Department: Public Works 

Supervisor I (Grade 16) to Public Works Supervisor II (Grade 18) (Streets & Stormwater); Cross 

Connection Control Technician (Grade 17) to Distribution & Collection System Supervisor I 

(Grade 19) and Distribution & Collection System Supervisor (Grade 20) to Distribution & 

Collection System Supervisor II (Grade 22) effective February 10, 2014. 

 

AUTHORIZE – CITY MANAGER TO FILL THE VACANT ELECTRIC LINE 

OPERATIONS SUPERINTENDENT POSITION  

City Manager, Brian Alligood reviewed the request submitted by the Electric Director. 

(begin) City Council was presented with a proposed re-organizational plan in 2012 and major 

progress has been made. The major aspect of the plan that has been implemented is the 

combining of several smaller departments under larger, more comprehensive departments 

including Administrative Services, Community & Cultural Services, and Police and Fire 

Services. The City has also decreased its full-time positions from 243 budgeted in fiscal 10/11 to 

233 budgeted in the current fiscal year 13/14. These reductions in staffing have been made 

without a change in services or service level provided by the City. This organizational plan also 

included the proposal to combine the Electric and Public Works departments. Currently these 

departments have a combined full-time staff of 112 employees which is almost half of the full-

time City positions.  

 

Because of the expansive services provided by these departments, the diversity of skills 

and expertise required to provide these services, and the number of employees to be managed, it 

would be essential to maintain a director over each of these areas. Combining these departments 

would actually add an additional hierarchy level and remove the City Manager one step further 

from these operations. It is my recommendation to keep Public Works and Electric as two 

separate departments with the current Directors reporting directly to the City Manager. 

On February 1, 2014, the City realized the retirement of two very long term employees (each 

with over 30 years of service) who were overseeing major functions in Public Works and 

Electric departments. Management has taken this staff turnover as an opportunity to evaluate 

operational efficiencies and organizational structure. With these adjustments, it is also 

management's responsibility to recognize and address significant changes in duties and 

responsibilities of positions and adjust pay schedules as needed. A separate Council Action 

explains the proposed changes in the Public Works department. Perhaps our largest challenge 

with the re-organization remains in the Electric Department which we will continue to analyze 

and provide feedback to Council. However, we have an immediate situation that needs to be 

addressed with the February 1, 2014 retirement of Al Leggett, Electric Transmission and 

Distribution Superintendent. Although this position is not reflected in the 2012 reorganization 

proposal, it is my determination that this position is critical to ensure maximum performance of 

the transmission and distribution division. This position prioritizes, organizes, and coordinates 

the work of this work unit with other City services and customers; monitors the work of 

contractors such as the tree trimming crew, manages equipment vendors, ensures safety and 

lineman career development training, and provides significant customer contact 

and budget input. There is no other regular employee on staff that has the time or expertise to 

fulfill these very essential functions. We feel confident that if we are able to hire someone with 

considerable experience in the utility field and technical education we will be in an excellent 

position to continue our re-evaluation of the organizational structure, not only the Transmission 

and Distribution division, but the Electric Department overall. With your approval, I would like 

to proceed with recruiting and hiring an Electric Transmission and Distribution Superintendent. 

(end) 

 

 Mr. Alligood explained that in reviewing the reorganizational plans, some of the charts 

showed with this retirement, that the position would go away.  In some conversations we have 

heard this is not the way it was planned.  We feel this position is a critical position and needs to 

stay in the re-organizational charts.   

 

 Councilman Mercer noted he reviewed the charts and the position is listed and he concurs 

the position should remain.   Mayor Pro tem Roberson inquired about the lack of two Electrical 

Engineer In-Training positions.  Mr. Alligood noted this needs to be reviewed and the duties 

clearly defined for this position. 
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By motion of Mayor Pro tem Roberson, seconded by Councilman Brooks, City Council 

authorized the City Manager to fill the vacant Electric Line Operations Superintendent position 

effective February 10, 2014. 

 

APPROVE -   PEAK SHAVING GENERATOR REPAIR PURCHASE ORDER 

City Manager, Brian Alligood explained that an 1,150kW peak shaving generator at a 

local manufacture has failed and is in need of rebuilding to place the unit back in service.  A 

rebuilt unit ($22,958) has a comparable useful life as a new one at a cost savings of $12,000.  

The peak shaving benefit net of customer credit and fuel cost is $5,250 per month and equates to 

a 4.4 month payback.  The opportunity cost of the generator being out of service is $15,000 per 

month in wholesale power cost.  The purchase order was approved by staff on Friday, February 

6, 2014 to address the urgency of the situation.  

 

Councilman Mercer reviewed the Electric Dept. budget for generator repair ($40,000) 

and inquired if this purchase order would be taken from this line item.  Mr. Alligood noted yes, 

and that Council would have to approve this due to the purchase order being over $20,000. 

 

By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council approved a 

$22,958 purchase order to Siemens Industry, Inc. to repair a peak shaving generator to place it 

back in service.  

 

Moved from Consent Item D: APPROVE – PURCHASE ORDERS OVER $20,000 
 Councilman Mercer noted that he requested for this item to be moved from the Consent 

Agenda to discuss the design of electrical systems and wanted to have additional discussion on those 

items. He requested information regarding outages in the areas where the design work is taking place. 

 

 Requisition #13935, $30,000, to Booth & Associates Inc. to engineer the Hwy 32 North 

rebuild, account 35-90-8390-7400. 

 Requisition #13936, $50,000, to Booth & Associates Inc. to engineer the Grimesland Rd. 

rebuild, account 35-90-8390-7400. 

 Requisition #13949, $21,940, to BCI Utility Construction for section 1 of the Sweet Briar 

underground cable replacement, account 35-90-8390-4500. 

 Requisition #13950, $22,360, to BCI Utility Construction for section 2 of the Sweet Briar 

underground cable replacement, account 35-90-8390-4500. 

 Requisition #13969, $52,362.61, to Piedmont Truck Center for a F750 truck to replace 

vehicle #414, account 30-90-8140-7400. The body fur the cab is being purchased from 

Quality Truck Bodies for $10,892.61 to bring the total for the vehicle to$63,522.22. Fuel 

emission standard changes resulted in a budget shortfall of $3,500 that is being covered 

within the departments existing budget. 

 
By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

purchase orders as presented. 

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:   NONE  

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

 Mayor Hodges thanked Allen Lewis and the Public Works staff for getting the snow off 

the streets during the last storm.  Councilman Brooks commended the staff as well. 

 

 Councilman Pitt reminded everyone regarding the Ed Peed Commemoration on February, 

15
th
 at Fire Station #1. 

 

CLOSED SESSION – UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11 (A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT 

PRIVILEGE AND (A)(6) PERSONNEL 

By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council entered into 

Closed Session  at 8:40pm under NCGS 143-318.11 (A)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege, 

(A)(4)Economic Development and (A)(6) Personnel. 
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 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Pitt, Council agreed to 

come out of closed session at 8:45pm. 

 

ADJOURN  
By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 8:45pm until Monday, February 24, 2014 at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers 

located at the Municipal Building. 

 

 

        ________________________ 

        Cynthia S. Bennett, CMC  

        City Clerk 
 


